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JOSHUA STEVEN BELDEN
CARTERSVILLE POLICE PERSONNEL FILE

REDACTED PUBLIC EVIDENCE EDITION

A curated selection of original pages 52-59 from a 60-page personnel packet. Pages 1-51 and 60 are

omitted because they principally contain application, background screening, identity, family, contact,

education or administrative data not necessary to evaluate the reported allegations.

WHAT THE RECORDS SHOW

01 CONDITIONAL HIRE OFFER | ORIGINAL PAGE 52

August 6, 2020: Cartersville Police Chief Frank L. McCann extended Belden a conditional offer of employment at

$40,380 annually.

02 FIREARM TRANSACTION ALLEGATIONS | PAGES 53-57

September 2, 2020: Officer M. J. Roth forwarded allegations involving transactions at a prior retail employer. These

are allegations and accounts attributed to Roth, not independent findings by Shields of Shame.

03 WORKPLACE COMPLAINT | PAGE 58

September 2, 2020: Lauren Salone wrote that Belden had displayed disrespectful behavior toward coworkers. This is

her account; the file does not show an adjudicated finding.

04 RESIGNATION | PAGE 59

September 2, 2020: Belden wrote that he was resigning due to apparent circumstances arising from his background

check. The letter does not identify a specific proven cause.
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READ THIS BEFORE SHARING

ALLEGATION IS NOT A FINDING

The allegations on original pages 54-58 are attributed to identified Cartersville Police employees. The records supplied

do not independently establish fraud, a criminal offense, or a disciplinary finding.

SEPARATION REASON NOT FULLY RESOLVED

Belden’s own resignation memorandum refers to apparent circumstances arising from a background check. It does not

say which allegation or information, if any, caused his resignation. A separate POST employment classification must

be read alongside, not substituted for, this letter.

PUBLICATION REDACTIONS

Personal email addresses, telephone numbers, private third-party identifiers and other incidental contact details are

masked. Original pages 1-51 and 60 are omitted. This is not a complete reproduction of the original personnel file.

ORIGINAL PAGE NUMBERS RETAINED

Each reproduced page has a bottom banner identifying its page number in the original 60-page file. Highlighting and

editorial callouts are additions by Shields of Shame; the underlying reproduced pages are agency records.
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CONDITIONAL OFFER  |  August 6, 2020

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 52 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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INTERNAL ROUTING  |  September 2, 2020

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 53 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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ROTH EMAIL CHAIN  |  Allegations, not findings

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 54 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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2018 FIREARM SALE EMAIL  |  Allegations, not findings

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 55 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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FOLLOW-UP EMAIL  |  Allegations, not findings

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 56 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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ROTH MEMORANDUM  |  Allegations, not findings

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 57 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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SALONE MEMORANDUM  |  Workplace complaint, not a finding

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 58 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.
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BELDEN RESIGNATION  |  September 2, 2020

ORIGINAL PERSONNEL FILE PAGE 59 OF 60

Editorial highlights and privacy masks added by SOS. Original allegations are not findings.



